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Introduction: The word ‘apologetics’ is quite well known now in the Christian circles in India and many other parts of the world. Some specialized apologetics ministries are also known and they are doing their work in different areas both in India and rest of the world. Over the past 23 years or so, as I have been involved in evangelistic ministry using apologetics and in equipping Christians with apologetic tools for evangelism, I have come across many questions about apologetics. I have also encountered many well-meaning Christians who have had lot of misconceptions and negative feelings and views about apologetics. To some extent, it is the practitioners of apologetics that are responsible for this. However, to a much greater extent, the general intellectual climate prevailing in the society and Church is responsible for this situation. Therefore, in this article I will attempt biblical answers to the ‘what’ and ‘why’ questions about apologetics and will begin with ‘what apologetics is not’.

Apologetics – What it is not: The points that are given here will be further clarified as we move to the next section, and so not much explanation is given here. Apologetics is not, 

i. A specialized subject that only a small and special group of Christians can or should study and use,

ii. A post-apostolic or extra-biblical and modern development, 

iii. Just a purely intellectual approach to Christianity, because a sensitive and sympathetic heart is required to do apologetics-based-evangelism effectively. After commanding Christians to be prepared and to give an answer to their questioning neighbors, Peter says, “But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander (1 Peter 3: 15b-17).

iv. Just about arguments, nor is it about attacking others and winning arguments, but it is fundamentally about winning people over to Christ, and

vi. Something that Christians do in their own strength (independent of the Holy Spirit) – We know that in every aspect of Christian life it is both God and the human person working together, and not either or. The same applies here also (see 2 Tim. 2: 24-26). 

In our evangelistic preaching or ministry, we have no liberty, to invite people to come to Christ by closing, stifling or suspending their minds. Since God has made humans rational beings, He expects them to use their minds. To be sure, they will never believe apart from the illumination of the Spirit. Without this, all our arguments will be fruitless. “But” wrote Gresham Machen, “because argument is insufficient, it does not follow that it is unnecessary”. What the Holy Spirit does in the new birth is not to make a person a Christian regardless of the evidence, but on the contrary to clear away the mists from his or her eyes and enable him or her to attend to the evidence.”
 John Stott concludes his analysis of this divine-human interface and the use of apologetics with these words: 

So then, the gospel is truth from God, which has been committed to our trust. Our responsibility is to present it as clearly, coherently and cogently as we can, and like the apostles to argue it as persuasively as we can. And all the time, as we do this, we will be trusting the Holy Spirit of truth to dispel people’s ignorance, overcome their prejudices and convince them about Christ.


Apologetics – What it is and why we should use it: The simplest and the most comprehensive and biblical understanding of apologetics is that ‘it is a branch of Christian thought or theology that helps Christians in the defense and confirmation of their faith’ (Phil. 1: 7 and 16). Apologetics is primarily for the defense (in the interaction of Christians with their friends of other faiths and belief systems) of Christianity (1 Peter 3: 15). It also helps Christians in helping other believers to deal with their own doubts and questions and thus be confirmed and strengthened in their own faith (Jude 20-22). It may also be said that when we study the Scriptures and do theology properly, our understanding of our own faith is both deepened and broadened. This biblical-theological understanding helps us both in dealing with our own doubts and questions and in the defense of the gospel (apologetics) in our interactions with others. This is how apologetics and theology are intertwined. Sound theology makes us better apologists and sound apologetics helps us in becoming better theologians. 

The English word ‘apologetics’ is derived from the Greek Word ‘apologia’ (noun) and ‘apologiomai’ (verb) that occurs at least 18 times in the NT, 8 times as noun and 10 times as verb (see 1 Peter 3: 15; Acts 22:1; 24:10; 25:8; 26:1,24). In 1 Peter, the command to ‘be prepared to give an answer (apologia or defense or reasoned response in defense) to every one’ is addressed to all the Christians scattered in the Roman Empire. Apologetics is about giving ‘a defense’, ‘an answer’, or ‘a reasoned verbal answer/response given in defense’ or a ‘reason for believing or doing something’. The Greek verb is apologeomai, means ‘to defend or give a response or give an answer or give a legal defense’. In 1 Peter 3: 15 the word apologia is used exactly in this sense. Let us consider just two technical definitions of apologetics given by experts: 

J. P. Moreland says, “The word apologia means “to defend something”, for example, offering positive arguments for and responding to negative arguments against your position in a courtroom . . . this is exactly how the apostle Paul did evangelism (Acts 14:15-17: 17:2,4, 17-31; 18:4; 19:8). He persuaded people to become Christians by offering rational arguments on behalf of the truth of the gospel. He even cited approvingly two pagan philosophers, Epimenides and Aratus (Acts 17:28), as part of his case for the gospel. In I Peter 3:15, the apostle does not suggest that we be prepared to do this, but commands it.”

Three other scholars say: “Apologetics, the reasoned defense of the Christian religion, is the job of every Christian, always “ready to make defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you” (I Peter 3:15, NASB). As a science, it is putting together of the data common to all Christians in a consistent and scientific whole. It explains why Christians are Christians and why non-Christians should be Christians. If theology is the queen of the sciences, apologetics is her hand-maid. It introduces people to the queen and demonstrates her majesty.”


Let us now focus on the ‘why’ of apologetics or the role apologetics plays in Christian life and ministry or why we should use it, in a little more detailed manner. Apologetics is a very powerful tool of evangelism (Acts 17: 1-4; 32-34; 18: 1-4; 19: 8-10). Although we can separate pre-evangelism (preparatory stage of evangelism) and evangelism (completing the process with an invitation) and say that apologetics is pre-evangelistic in nature, we cannot be rigid about this. In practice, we often go through the whole process at one go. Even when we separate pre-evangelism and evangelism, we know that pre-evangelism is only a step in the whole process. 

When we look at Paul’s approach to evangelism, we can notice that his apologetics and evangelism cannot be separated (Acts 17: 1-4). Persuasive proclamation was his style (2 Corinthians 5: 11): apologetics was integrated into his evangelism and vice versa. He customarily incorporated 1) reasoning, 2) explaining, and 3) proving into his proclamation and thus ensured that his proclamation had the power of persuasion. When we analyse the first-ever Christian message that was preached (Acts 2) by the Apostle Peter, we can see that apologetics has been integral to evangelism right from the day the Church was born. There are some other examples of early Christians that practiced apologetics during the apostolic period (Acts 18: 27-28; 19: 32-34), like the two apostles that we just considered. 

It is quite natural that Peter, Paul, and others followed the example of their master. Jesus practiced apologetics and He is the master apologist. He reasoned with people, presented very powerful, convincing, and inescapable arguments, he made people think by asking them questions and by presenting the truth in an intelligent and thought provoking manner, and He answered the many questions people asked Him (see Matt. 22: 15-46; 19: 1-12; Luke 2: 41-47; 20: 1-44). After His resurrection, He gave many convincing proofs to his disciples (Acts 1: 1-5) that He was not dead and gone, but was alive again. Thus, Jesus ensured that His disciples who were going to be His witnesses, were convinced deeply enough to be convincing communicators of the truth. Jesus dealt with the odd one among his disciples (in some ways), famously known as ‘doubting Thomas’ mercifully (John 20: 24-31) and moved him from doubt to definite belief. 

The Post-Apostolic Church Fathers of the 2nd and 3rd centuries like Justin Martyr (100-165 AD), Clement of Alexandria (155-215 AD), Tertullian (160-225 AD), Origen (185-254 AD), et al are called ‘apologists,’ because they defended Christianity against all kinds of attacks by writing books that were called ‘apologies’ (i.e. apologetic treatises).
 Through out the history of the Church, God has raised and used apologists who dedicated their God-given intellectual abilities to the cause of defending Christianity and communicating God’s truth clearly and convincingly.


If we are serious (Bible-believing or obeying) followers of Jesus Christ, then evangelism has to be our pre-occupation or one of our top two priorities (see Acts 1: 8; Matt. 4: 18-20; 28: 16-20; Mark 3: 13-15). We should use apologetics in our evangelistic and equipping ministry, because it is a very effective and relevant (to the modern-postmodern times in which we are living) way of sharing the gospel truth. Moreover, if we use apologetics in our ministry, then we are following the example of our Lord Jesus, apostles Peter and Paul, other leaders during the apostolic and post-apostolic periods, and a host of other mighty servants of God through out the history of the Church. 


We can answer the ‘why’ question about apologetics in a slightly different but more comprehensive and complementary manner as well, and we will put this in a summary form. We should do apologetics for the following reasoning:

· The God of the Bible is a God of Reason. He created humanity in His image and likeness (Gen.1: 26-27) with rationality or reasoning capacity, and hence could call His people to come and reason together with him (Isa. 1: 3 and 18) and to argue with him by stating their case (Isa. 43: 26),

· The Gospel is reasonable and hence is rationally defensible (otherwise He would not have commanded to defend it), 

· People have many questions about the Christian faith and they are raising those questions and are asking us to give reasonable answers, 

· There are good answers to the questions and objections our critics are raising against the gospel truth or our faith, 

· God commands us to be prepared to give an answer (a defense or reasoned response in defense of what we are believing), 

· The Spirit of God who indwells and enables to do the work of evangelism or any other ministry is a Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, power, and knowledge (Isa. 11: 1-2), and 

· When we use apologetics in our evangelism (while depending on the Holy Spirit), we will see the power of persuasion in our proclamation and our evangelism would thus become more effective.

Conclusion - Apologetics is the Need of the Hour: In the Contemporary Cultural and Intellectual Climate, it is very challenging to share the gospel with others, because the wrong ideas of relativism, tolerance, and pluralism make majority of people think that ‘all religions are the same’ and that trying to ‘convince and convert’ some one is wrong. In this context, when we try to witness or evangelize, we often encounter doubts, objections, and questions that the Friends of Other Faiths (FOF) and philosophical persuasions, raise. All these doubts and questions, stand between them and God – they keep the people away from a saving faith in the God of the Bible, the only true God. Therefore, we should use the apologetic tools and help our friends to overcome these barriers, see the truth, and respond to it. Moreover, we are under orders to be prepared or equipped to give an answer to every one who asks us to give the reason for the hope we have or for our faith in Christ, the basis for our hope and life (1 Peter 3: 15). Let us conclude our study of the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of apologetics, by considering a very apt statement of John Stott, a great evangelical scholar, and a humble servant of God: 

We should, I believe, be praying and working for a whole new generation of Christian thinkers and apologists who will dedicate their God-given minds to Christ, enter sympathetically into their contemporaries’ dilemmas, unmask false ideologies, and present the gospel of Jesus Christ in such a way that he is seen to offer what other religious systems cannot, because he and he alone can fulfill our deepest humans aspirations.
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